
Spreading out at the southern edge of Tiffin, 
Ohio is St. Francis Community, comprised of a 

spirituality center, senior living condos and 
apartments, skilled nursing and rehab, a child 

daycare, a charter school, an environmental  ed-
ucation center and St. Francis Convent. 

The serene campus provides ample space for        
leisurely walks and contemplative time in       

gardens, woodlands, wetlands, and meadows. 

St. Francis Spirituality Center offers air-
conditioned, comfortable bedrooms with mostly 
full-sized beds. Meeting rooms, a lounge, chapel, 
and full service dining rooms are also available 

for your use. 

Eucharist is celebrated daily except Saturday in 
the convent chapel. Massage or healing touch 

available at extra cost. 

 
 

 Mission Statement                                                         

In the Spirit of Francis and Clare we will   

provide an atmosphere that allows all of our 

guests to experience a deeper personal rela-

tionship with God, in creation, in peacemak-

ing and in a commitment to justice. 

Guided Retreat 
One group presentation is given each day.  The 

rest of the day is spent in quiet reflection, 
prayer, journaling, etc.  Most guided retreats 
conclude the day with a group prayer/ritual. 

 
Individually Directed Silent Retreat 

  Each retreatant meets daily with an assigned 
spiritual director for about 50 minutes. The 

director listens and helps discern the presence of 
God in all that is happening in the individual’s 

prayer and reflection. Retreatants spend time in 
meditation, journaling, reading, art expression 
and listening to music. Typically, an optional 

evening prayer/ritual is offered daily. 

Conference Retreat                           
Two group presentations are offered daily, 
morning and afternoon.  The remainder of  

the day is spent reflecting on the conference 
themes, journaling, resting, etc. A respectful 

silence is maintained throughout each of 
these types of retreats. 

 

 

 

2016 Retreats Offered at  

St. Francis Spirituality Center 
 

www.franciscanretreats.org 

200 St. Francis Ave.,  
Tiffin,  OH 44883 

 peace@franciscanretreats.org 
419-443-1485 

 www.franciscanretreats.org 
   Visit us on Facebook 

To register:   

Call 419.443.1485  

Mon - Fri, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

peace@franciscanretreats.org  

 

 After dismissing the crowds, Jesus went off 

by himself to a mountain to pray. 

Mt. 14:22 

 



June 

“Praying with Laudato Si”   

Guided  Week-long Retreat. 

June 24 – July 1  (Fri., 5:00 PM - Fri., after noon meal)   

Fr. Vince Peterson, OFM, Conv., director.  This retreat 

will explore the rich spiritual themes of Pope Francis’ 

recent encyclical on creation, climate change, and our call 

to care for one another and our planet. One conference 

per day, including prayer/ritual and optional opportunity 

for individual direction session.   

Fr. Vincent Petersen  is stationed at of Our Lady of     

Consolation in Carey. He brings a wealth of experience 

and knowledge in the areas of liturgy, the arts and the 

natural environment.  Growing up in rural Minnesota 

helped to ground his spirituality and love for the natural 

world.  He is also an environmental painter and uses his 

art for the cause of the Gospel. 

Cost: $460;  Commuter $320. 

July  

“The Burning Bush”    

Guided Week-long Retreat 

July 10-17  (Sun., 4:00 PM -  Sun., 10:00 AM)   

Sr. Margaret Mach, SC, director.  One conference per day, 

plus optional daily ritual.  There is a burning bush within 

each of us, a fire burning deep within. It is what Merton 

describes as being fired with love’s urgent longing and 

what Teilhard de Chardin refers to as being steeped in its 

burning layers. How do I access the burning bush? How 

do I kindle the fire? These images will serve as the basis 

of reflection during this retreat. Sr. Margaret Mach, is a 

certified spiritual direction with a MA in Theology.   Over 

the past 30 years, she has offered retreats and parish mis-

sions on various spirituality topics.  As a potter, Sr. Mar-

garet believes the process of centering, opening and firing 

serve as metaphor for our spiritual  journey.    

Cost: $460; Commuter: $320. 

  Cost:  $45 includes lunch.   

To register: 419-877-0432 mdpfahler@toledosnd.org 

online: www.lialrenewalcenter.org  or email 

peace@franciscanretreats.org  

(Note: This is a collaborative initiative with St. 

Francis Spirituality Center).  

 

“With a Listening Heart”    

Individually Directed Retreat  

April 24-30 (Sun., 5:00 PM  – Sat., 11:30 AM)  

Srs. Bobbie Doneth, OSF, Pat Froning, OSF, Breta  

Gorman, RSM,  & Fr. Tom Bishop, directors.  Retreat 

includes a daily personalized session with a director and 

an optional prayer/ritual at the close of the day.  

Cost: $470;  Commuter: $350.                               

May 

 “Meeting the Merciful God”                                         

3 1/2 day Conference Retreat - St. Francis Home Chapel    

       May 1-5  (Sun., 4PM  – Thurs., after brunch)  

Fr. Nick Weibl, director.    This retreat will focus on 

God’s gracious mercy, not only in this Year of Mercy, 

but always.   (2 conferences per day)  

Cost: $250.  (Non-SFH residents may stay in SFSC)   

 

 “A River Runs Through It”  - Monday, May 9.  

A renewal day for active mothers, empty-nest mothers, 

and grandmothers. Participants will be invited into  

various reflections on their lives during a 40-mile round 

trip pilgrimage. Participants limited to 10.  Pilgrimage 

begins at St. Francis at 9:00 AM.  Includes a packed 

lunch and evening meal at Tackle Box II in Fremont.                         

Return to St. Francis Campus by 6:30 PM.   

Cost: $35 (does not include cost of evening meal). 

March 

“Clare of Assisi:  Standing Tall in Truth”   

Guided Week-long Retreat    

March 13-19  (Sun. 5 :00 PM – Sat. 11:30 AM)   

Srs. Bobbie Doneth, OSF & Pat Froning, OSF retreat 

directors.  During this retreat participants will discover 

the strength, courage and fire of compassion that led 

Clare and her sisters in living the Gospel, and how that 

pertains to our life in the 21st century.  

Cost:  $460;  Commuter: $320. 

 

“Learning How to Live a Peaceful Life in a Hectic 

World:  A retreat for the soul”     

Fri., March 18   (9:30 AM – 2:30 PM)  

 Jere Delany, RN  & Janine Miller-Delany, LPCC.,  

Upper Sandusky Counseling and Life Coaching.  

Cost:  $35, includes main noon meal. 

 

   April 

“Recovering a Sense of the Sacred:  Conversations 

with Thomas Berry”    

Sat., April 9  (9 :00 AM –  3:30 PM)   

Lial Renewal Center,  Whitehouse, OH  Author Carolyn 

Toben had the opportunity over a ten-year period to sit 

with renowned earth scholar Thomas Berry and absorb 

his deep sense of the sacred in every being. Carolyn will 

share the insights captured from these warm-hearted 

conversations. Thomas Berry, a Passionist priest and 

founder of the Riverdale Center for Religious Research 

in New York, had a lifelong concern for the well-being 

and survival of the planet. Like Teilhard de Chardin, 

Berry devoted his life to contemplating the story of the 

universe.                                     

             Continued... 

 

 

“Opening To God”   

An individually Directed Retreat  

July 24-31  (Sun., 4:00 PM – Sun.,10:00 AM)   

Sr. Joanne Mary Frania, SND  &  Sr. Ellen  

Lamberjack, OSF, directors. Retreat includes a daily 

personalized session with a director and an optional 

prayer/ritual at the close of the day.  

Cost: $470;  Commuter: $350. 

 

September 

“Journey Into God”   

An individually Directed Retreat  

September 18-25  (Sun., 4:00 PM - Sun., 10:00 AM)   

Sr. Mary Dean Pfahler, SND   & Sr. Edna Michel, OSF, 

directors.  Retreat includes a daily personalized session 

with a director and an optional prayer/ritual at the 

close of the day.  

Cost: $470;  Commuter: $350. 

 

October  

“Eucharist:  Diamond in our Midst”   

3 ½ day Conference Retreat - St. Francis Home Chapel 

October 16-20  (Sun., 4:00 PM – Thurs., after brunch)  

Sr. Edna  Michel, director. 2 conferences per day 

(Non SFH residents may stay at SFSC)  

Cost: $250. 

 

 

mailto:mdpfahler@toledosnd.org
http://www.lialrenewalcenter.org

