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On the Cover:  Friedman Village 
residents Bob and Joan Gray enjoy 
spending quiet mornings on their porch 
together. 

From the Community Minister

Greetings

Dear Friends,
On June 27th, the Feast of the Sacred Heart, we celebrated our 145th anniversary as the 
Sisters of St. Francis of Tiffin, Ohio. Caring for others at all stages of life, caring for the earth, 
accompanying those who are poor, promoting peace, and balancing all with a commitment 
to prayer have been a part of our lives since our founding. So, we really celebrate the 
anniversary of all our ministries. Our founders, Father Joseph Bihn and Elizabeth Schaefer, 
responded to the needs of the people of their times. We, likewise, are called to respond to 
the needs in our times.

In this issue of our St. Francis Community magazine you will read about many of our sisters 
who are currently sharing God’s love in and around Toledo, Ohio. You will also learn about 
our outreach through the Franciscan Earth Literacy Center to offer community gardens. At 
St. Francis Spirituality Center, we welcome soul searchers and offer contemplative space. 
And at St. Francis Senior Ministries, we welcome a new executive director to lead us into the 
future. Through all of these ministries, we hope our Franciscan spirit of joy and simplicity 
are evident to all. 

This past summer has also been a time of celebrating the gifts of many through jubilees, 
professions and transitions in leadership. This is a time of expanding and deepening our 
commitment to one another as we live the Gospel.  Your prayer and support continue to 
be the partnership we need to carry out the mission entrusted to us.  As we move into the 
season of fall and experience the harvesting of crops, may you know that the abundance of 
gifts God shares in and through you truly makes a difference in the lives of those we serve.  

We pray that you know and experience God’s abundant love for you.

With gratitude for all the gifts we share,

Sister Sara Aldridge
Community Minister 
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Providing for St. Francis Community
in your will
We have received many gifts in the form of bequests and are deeply grateful to donors 
who provide for our future in this way.  If you have a will and wish to include any of the 
ministries of the St. Francis Community, you may simply compose a “codicil,” which alters 
your will by making an addition or correction.

If you have placed us and our ministries in your will or are interested in doing so, please 
let us know so we can thank you now for the generosity of your intentions.

Please contact Sister Joanne Lammers at 419.447.0435 or jlammers@tiffinfranciscans.org.  
On behalf of our sisters and the people we serve, thank you. 



On June 29th the Tiffin Franciscans installed their new leadership team for a four 
year term during a ceremony in the convent chapel. According to Community 
Minister Sister Sara Aldridge, “Team” is the key word. In their new directional 
statement developed at their February chapter meeting, the Tiffin Franciscans 
committed to a model of shared leadership: Living a Franciscan evangelical life, we 
Franciscans will allow the radical love of Christ to continue to transform us. We will 
use the skills we are learning to deepen our community living. We will share Christ’s 
mission in the church and in the world with our particular Franciscan charism as 
sisters, associates, and partners.

“We’re trying to build that circular model rather than hierarchical,” said Aldridge. 
Another goal of the sisters is to work more closely with the community’s 77 
associates. Sr. Sara says she hopes these changes allow the community to “look 
at the concerns that the world and the church are calling us to as Franciscans, 
and how  we can best steward those gifts for the good of all God’s people, not 
only in the dioceses but all the places we’ve been called to serve.” Personally, 
she wants to “really get to know the heart of each of our sisters and associates,” 
she says, because that’s what makes the pulsing of life and love in our 
community.” 

New Leaders Installed

The Sisters’ new leadership team:  (front row) Community Minister Sister Sara Aldridge and Sisters 
Marguerite Lamberjack, Myra Arnone, Peg Bishop and Rozanne Swope. The new Associates team 
leaders include: Linda Hass, Mary Beth Durnell, Sister Eileen Kazmierowicz and Judy Hofmann. 

Bringing a wealth of experience in geriatric 
care, St. Francis Senior Ministries welcomed 
Jessica Short as their new Executive Director on 
May 19. 

In her new role, Short is responsible for the 
operational oversight of the senior care 
community and is responsible for ensuring 
the quality of care and resident experience 
is maintained at the high levels the Tiffin 
community has come to expect.

“We are thrilled to have Jessica Short join our 
team,” said Sr. Jackie Doepker. “She not only 
brings a breadth of experience in senior care, 
but has a compassionate spirit that will blend 
well with the culture and values of our St. 
Francis campus.”

Prior to joining St. Francis Senior Ministries, 
Short served in senior care, most recently 
as Executive Administrator for Kingston of 
Vermillion, Ohio. She holds an undergraduate 
degree from Bowling Green State University 
and a Masters of Business Administration from 
Tiffin University.  

Shorts’ goals at St. Francis include growing 
the rehabilitative services, continuing to serve 
the elderly through the mission, building 
relationships in the community and reaching 
out to learn the needs of people in the area.

 Jessica Short      
 Joins SFSM

Photo courtesy of Rob Ledwedge

Sister Jackie Doepker presented St. Francis Senior Ministries 
Executive Director Jessica Short with framed “word gifts” 
from the campus entities and a San Damiano cross at her 
installation and commissioning service, which concluded 
with the sisters’ musical rendition of the “Blessing of St. 
Francis.”  
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SAVE THE DATE
Mardi Gras 2015, Friday, February 6



In 2009, Pastor Garry Hulisz 
learned about the St. Francis 
Spirituality Center after reading 
about it in the Toledo Blade 
newspaper. It was then that 
he and his wife Patty made 
their first retreat in Tiffin. Garry 
recently returned to St. Francis 
Spirituality Center for a private 
24-hour retreat.  This time 
however, “the Fools for Christ,” 
as Garry refers to them, were 
together again when he invited 
his brothers Larry and Mark to 
join him. 

Typically, the Hulisz brothers 
make a retreat 3-4 times a year. 
They have made retreats at 
IHM in Michigan, Our Lady of 
the Pines in Fremont, Basilica 
in Carey and Lial Renewal Center in 
Whitehouse, Ohio. “My wife, brothers, 
mother and I have attended retreats 
throughout the area for many years. We 
can honestly say that the sisters, staff and 
volunteers of St. Francis are the friendliest 
and most humble individuals we have 
encountered,” said Garry.

While making a retreat, most people 
would imagine time spent alone in 
contemplation, meditation and perhaps 
prayer. The Hulisz brothers, however, don’t 
feel that prayer time is necessarily a quiet 
time. When the brothers entered the lobby 
and before they could even be greeted 
by Office Assistant Jenifer Smith, she was 
greeted by them in perfect Three Stooges 
fashion with a harmonic “Hello…Hello…
Hello!” According to Smith, “Their energy 
just poured out of them.” Never before had 
she received such a beautiful greeting. 
“It was wonderful,” she said. Smith noted 
their “take it all in” energy as they toured 
the Center and continued to explore the 
museum and the straw bale house before 
having lunch with the sisters. During lunch 
they met Sister Paulette Schroeder and 

made plans to get together afterwards to 
do some harmonizing. 

Garry and Larry and their middle brother, 
Mark, grew up in Toledo where Mark still 
resides today. The three men live within 
an hour’s drive of each other and get 
together often to rehearse their music and 
enjoy family gatherings. They also have 
a younger brother who lives out of state. 
Larry, a certified fitness trainer in Sylvania, 
resides in Lambertville, MI and volunteers a 
lot of his time doing senior fitness. His twin 
brother, Garry, is a pastor at the State Line 
Community Church in Toledo, Ohio and 
lives in Temperance, MI. Garry began his 
chaplaincy in 1999 and then transitioned to 
pastor after earning a Bachelor of Theology 
in Christian Counseling. At the church, the 
brothers formed the “Praise Band” along 
with Garry’s wife and another friend.  Prior 
to that, they were known as “The After Six 
Band,” a semi-professional wedding band 
that played for about 17 years in the Toledo 
area. 

 “While growing up there was a sort of 
‘slapstick comedy’ which they admit that 
they have never grown out of,” explained 

Mark. They found lots of ways to 
entertain themselves, and singing 
and playing instruments was a 
big part of that. Their dad bought 
the twins harmonicas when they 
were only 5 years old, and that 
was just the beginning. Their 
lives have always been centered 
around music. Their mother sang 
in a choir and their father learned 
how to play only three chords 
on the guitar while serving in 
the military, but it was enough 
to play all of the Hank Williams 
songs. 

Mark is the best musician 
according to his brothers, and 
he has the better voice. He 
plays guitar, piano, keyboard, 
bass guitar and violin while 

Garry plays guitar, bass guitar, banjo and 
harmonica. Larry also plays the guitar and 
harmonica in addition to the drums and 
mandolin.

 “Shame on you if you are not using the 
gifts that you were given! The Lord gave 
each one of us gifts; if you don’t use them, 
they will be taken away,” said Larry. 

Without much hesitation, the brothers 
agree that Garry is the most spiritual 
brother. “He is a work in progress and a 
good role model. Garry is an excellent 
pastor and a very good example,” said Larry.

 “The brothers were here for a private 
retreat yet gifted us with their time and 
talents,” said Smith. “It is better to give 
than to receive and these brothers gave 
to all they met with their singing and 
harmonizing – “Music is the voice of the 
soul.” Their presence was truly felt here. I 
hope they received from us as much as we 
received from them,” she added.

 Despite their hectic schedule, the brothers 
assured they did manage to find time “to 
be with the Lord,” explained Larry. “We will 
be seeing him out in creation,” added Garry.

Fools for Christ

Pictured: (L to R) Larry, Mark and Garry Hulisz singing praise at St. Francis Spirituality 
Center.
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All the comforts of home and more…
It has been a long time of anticipation, but the 
air-conditioning is now in all the bedrooms and 
gathering spaces at St. Francis Spirituality Center.  
According to Sister Roberta Doneth, retreatants can 
control the temperature in their own rooms, making 
it a comfortable get-away. Coupled with the new 
air-conditioning you will find each room with a brand 
new mattress, made possible by a grant from The 
Donald D. Lynch Family Foundation. The mattresses, 
purchased right here in Tiffin, help provide restful 
nights for those spending time away from their 
homes. “It has been a long summer with sawing and 
drilling, but the added comfort makes it all worth-
while,” said Doneth. 

Margaret Uhry, a frequent visitor from Waverly, Ohio, 
stayed at the center for the St. Clare of Assisi Retreat in 
August. “What a wonderful change from last summer 
to now. The air-conditioning and new mattress were 
a delightful surprise,” said Uhry. Three years ago, 
Uhry stayed at the center for the first time and it was 
“unbelievably hot.” When she signed up this summer, 
she did wonder if she could tolerate the heat again.  “It 
adds so much more to the experience,” she said, “when 
the environment contributes to the spirit of prayer.”

Give an honorary Christmas gift
Use the enclosed envelope to contribute an item below to St. Francis 
Spirituality Center as a Christmas gift in honor of a loved one. St. Francis 
Spirituality Center will send a Christmas gift acknowledgement to the 
honoree in your name.

Retreat Center 
Renovations
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The center welcomes people of all faiths and offers 
retreats for individuals and groups. The facility also 
hosts programs run by other groups, including those 
for marriage enrichment, confirmation classes, high 
school retreats and training for ministers. 

We offer:

• 30 guest rooms, 4 conference rooms & dining facility

• Handicap accessible facility with elevator to all floors

• Prayer and meditation areas

• Spirit Space Gallery & Gift Shop

• Beautiful grounds to explore 

• WiFi

For more information, contact St. Francis Spirituality at 
419-443-1485 or visit www.franciscanretreats.com.

n  Scholarships for spiritual 
renewal:

 Day of Reflection: $35.00
 Overnight Retreat: $150.00
 Week Long Retreat: $500.00

n  Bed sheets for guest 
bedrooms

 Twin Size: $25.00
 Full Size: $50.00

n  Bedspreads for guest 
bedrooms

 Single: $50.00
 Double: $80.00

n  Recliner for bedroom or 
lounge: $500.00

n  Floor Lamps for 
the bedroom: 
$45.00

SAVE THE DATE
Live Nativity, Sunday, December 7
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Sisters of  Strength –GED 
Program for Women
The mission of Sisters in Strength is to 
break the cycle of generational poverty 
through education, life skills workshops, 
job preparation, interview skils and 
resume writing. “There is a spiritual boost 
or transformation when we start working 
with these women. We have to convince 
them they are not stupid or incapable of 
learning,” said Kay. Sister Toni added, “These 
women have low self esteem. They have 
dropped out of school, and have grown 
up thinking they alone have to raise kids 
and without the support of the father. 
They are scared to death that they cannot 
do it.” One goal of the program is to boost 
the confidence and self-image of these 
students, reminding them not to give up on 
themselves, because they can “do all things 
in Christ who strengthen them.” 

“More than half of our clients come from 
abusive situations,” said Kay, “and they 
are from low or middle income families.” 
Several participants are single mothers who 

are, themselves, part of a generational cycle 
of poverty. 

Padua Center & St. Martin 
de Porres Parish
In October 2006, the Diocese of Toledo 
established Padua Center, one of the 
great social ministries of the parish.  It is a 
membership-based organization located in 
the rectory of the former Saint Anthony of 
Padua Church which has a visible presence 
in the neighborhood. Sister Virginia Welsh 
is executive director while also serving as 
the pastoral leader of St. Martin de Porres 
Parish.

St. Martin de Porres Parish of Toledo is one 
of the most economically, culturally and 
racially diverse congregations in the Toledo 
Diocese. Among its vibrant ministries are 
such things as daily breakfast for kids, St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, and neighborhood 
programs. There is also a food program for 
the working poor that teaches how to shop 

for groceries.  The parish is a community 
beacon – a beacon of faith, a source of 
hope and a witness to charity.  

The Padua Center offers several free 
programs including: six weeks of free 
summer camps for youth (K-8th grade) in 
the Kwanzaa Park neighborhood, hot meals 
each day for the children in the summer 
camps, tutoring for up to 20 students 
during the summer, and assisting the 
children in developing skills for gardening. 

Good Shepherd Parish
Every day is a challenge. Fortunately, Sister 
Marguerite is up to the challenge. 

Office assistant Mary Ann VonVille describes 
Sister Marguerite as someone who never 
gets discouraged. “Every day she comes in 
as happy as can be. She seems to be able 
to leave “it” at the door at night. Von Ville 
has never witnessed a “negative moment” 
since she started the job 3 months ago. 
“It’s a growing experience,” explained Sister 
Marguerite, “the biggest learning curve I’ve 
ever had in my life. I know this it is what 
God needs me to be doing.” 

Good Shepherd is a vital part of the 
community; however, it is a low income 
area of Toledo. There are deep values here, 
a rich culture and rich hearts. They don’t 
let you think they are poor. They’re lovable 
people.”

According to Sister Marguerite, the biggest 
challenge is the cultural attitude that “we 
will always be on the bottom.” The real poor 
are ones that can only make a $2 or $5 

Associate Kay Shrewsberry and Sister Toni Rode, 
Program Coordinators for Sisters in Strength.

Sister Virginia Welsh and student Ajsha Reddick 
outside the Padua Center.

Celebrating 145 Years   1869 ~ 2014

It was through Father Joseph Bihn and Mother Francis Schaefer and their dream of responding to orphans and elderly that the 
founding of the Sisters of St. Francis happened 145 years ago. Their motivation of continually responding to the needs of the 
time had them almost immediately sending Sisters to minister as teachers and later as nurses.  This motivation continues now as 
the Sisters of St. Francis are ministering in seven U.S. states, Cuernavaca and Chiapas Mexico and a companion community in El 
Salvador.

The Sisters of St. Francis continue today to serve others in a spirit of hospitality, simplicity and joy. Their ministries are guided by 
the Franciscan values of care for creation, a special love for those who are poor, peacemaking, and a deep contemplative life. 

For more information on each of the ministries below, located in Toledo, and others, visit  www.tiffinfrancsicans.org and click on the 
Sisters Ministries tab.



donation, but they still make a donation. 
“This is a place where you find out what 
life is really like,” she added. People find 
hope in the church and Father Molina is a 
wonderful, hardworking chaplain.

“The hardest thing to deal with is the 
poverty. We cannot meet everyone’s needs. 
To offer a “hand up” and make them believe 
that they are just as equal as everyone 
else---that is a hard job! This year can be 
described as a “year of change.”  

Our Lady of  Lourdes 
Parish
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish can be 
described as “a vibrant and dedicated 
parish” according to Sister Ritamarie 
Miller, Director of Liturgy and Music. It can 
also be referred to as a “singing parish” 
and a “country church that is not in the 
country. There is a variety of cultures 
and ethnic backgrounds represented at 
Our Lady of Lourdes including persons 

who are Polish, Vietnamese, Philipino, 
Argentinian, Latino-Hispanic, South 
African and African American.  As Director 
of Liturgy and Music, Sister Ritamarie 
prepares the music, readings, and liturgical                                                                                                                                       
ministers for the celebrations of the 
religious feasts and seasons of the Liturgical 
Year. In addition she ministers to the elderly, 
meets with families in planning weddings, 
funerals and quinceaneras.

“It’s great to be part of a parish team that 
works well together,” said Sister Ritamarie. 
Father Joseph Cardone (Pastor), Dave 
Lang (Parish Manager) and Lisa Pierson 
(Administrative Assistant, Accountant 
and Director of Christian Formation) and 
Sister Ritamarie serve the parish with 
competence and expertise. 

The Twelve of  Ohio Inc., 
Toledo/Findlay Region
Sister Diana Kleman knew at the age of 
10 that she wanted to become a Sister 
someday. It was years later that she 
discovered a love for teaching adults 
and working with children and families.  

She found her mission in Toledo and has 
never moved more than 65 miles away. In 
addition to her position as the Director of 
the Twelve of Ohio, her personal ministry 
has been dedicated to working with at-risk 
children. It is “more than just a job” to Sister 
Diana. She has served as the director of 
the agency’s Toledo and Findlay offices 
for the last 18 years. Sister Diana is also 
the Assistant Professor and Director of 
Field Placement at Bluffton University. In 
her free time, she volunteers for Toledo 
Public Schools as a “surrogate parent” who 
advocates for the rights of foster children 
with special educational needs. She has 
mentored one young woman for the last 15 
years. Sister Diana, referred to as “Ms. Diana” 
by Zhane who recently turned 21, has 
been more than just a role model. Zhane 
considers her a “surrogate mother.”   

Pastoral Leader Sister Marguerite Lamberjack at Good 
Shepherd Parish of Toledo.

Sister Ritamarie Miller, Director of Liturgy and Music

Sister Diana Kleman, Clinical Director of the Twelve of 
Ohio, Inc.
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Celebrating 145 Years   1869 ~ 2014

Give an honorary Christmas gift
Use the enclosed envelope to contribute an item below to Sisters of St. Francis 
as a Christmas gift in honor of a loved one. The Sisters will send a Christmas gift 
acknowledgement to the honoree in your name.

n  Residential treatment for addicted 
persons : $100.00/month

n  Education for Sisters in Mexico: 
$1,000.00

n  Living expense for Missionary working 
with poor: $350.00/month

n  Child’s education in Mexico: $25.00/
month

n  Prevention for victims of human 
trafficking workshop: $350.00

n  Care for a retired Sister: $1,100.00/
month

n  Workshop on Christian nonviolence: 
$350.00

n  Living/working expense for Sister in 
voluntary ministry: $1,500.00/month

n  Sponsor documented immigrant for 
green card: $500.00

n  Transportation for those in need: 
$50.00/trip

n  Sponsor immigrant citizenship test: 
$10.00

n  Toddler car seat: $50.00
n  Assist a family in need with utility bills: 

$400.00 
n  Ten-month leadership training for 

low-income persons: 
$4,000.00  
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Bible study groups are nothing new to 
Ida Cooley, a resident at Friedman Village 
located on the St. Francis Campus. Cooley 
has led many Bible studies at a local 
Presbyterian Church in Tiffin and also in 
the community in Florida where she and 
her husband Harold reside during the 
winter months. Typically, a Bible study 
group includes members of the same faith 
that belong to the same church. The Bible 
study group on the St. Francis Campus 
is unique because the nine participants 
represent five religious backgrounds. “We 
all believe in the same God; we just have 
differing ways of partaking in sacraments,” 
said Cooley, who is responsible for the 
formation of the group. She added, “I really 
enjoy learning along with them.”  

In March of 2009, Cooley returned from 
Florida and suffered a massive heart 
attack. She thought her Bible study days 
were over. It was during her recuperation 
that she turned to reading and had more 
time for reflection.  She was reading a 
book by Bill Hybels on prayer. According to 
Cooley, prayer had become so important 
to her during her recuperation that she 
wanted to share it with others. At that 
time, she was still weak and not sure if she 
could lead a group, so she prayed about 
it. And not long after, “The Lord planted 
within me an idea to have a Bible study 

here at Friedman Village,” said Cooley. 

Six months later, she met with Kellie 
Hartsel, Marketing Manager for St. Francis 
Senior Ministries, 
which includes 
Friedman Village. 
“I talked to Kellie 
about it and she 
thought it was a 
good idea. Kelly 
mentioned it 
during a meeting 
at Friedman 
Village and one 
week later, I had four ladies including one 
from Elizabeth Schaefer Apartments on 
campus, join me in my discipleship for the 
Lord,” she continued. This group ended 
when Ida and her husband went to Florida 
for the winter. About a year ago, Hartsel 
asked Cooley if she would be interested 
in starting another group. Ida agreed that 
if she could get at least two other women 
to commit, she would do it. By September 
2013, the new group had been formed.

Ellie Amann really wanted to join and Jan 
Nord who had been in the original group 
was excited to do it again. “It’s an easy 
group to be with. We all feel comfortable 
around each other,” said Jan. Kellie 
announced it and three more joined. Three 
more women from the other side of the 

campus also committed. “It 
is nice to have a variety of 
faiths as we discuss and learn 
from each other,” said Ida. Sr. 
Veronica added, “We miss 
each other when somebody 
is unable to attend.” 

The group currently includes 
nine women representing 
five major church 
denominations:  Catholic, 
Presbyterian, Methodist, 
Lutheran, and United Church 
of Christ. The women have 
bonded well, finding that 

they have many other things in common, 
especially living on the St. Francis campus. 
“Many feel that the ecumenical aspect 

is the best part of the group’s 
structure,” said Phillips. “Reading 
and talking about the bible 
is an ongoing journey,” she 
continued. The group has used 
several books as guides for 
discussion. Later, they moved 
to using the scripture readings 
for the upcoming Sunday as an 
outline for study. Each brings 
her own bible and offers unique 

reflections during the discussion. Cooley 
feels that “our eagerness to learn more 
about the Lord and his Word” is what holds 
this group together.  

Only a few of the women knew each other 
prior to the formation of the group, but the 
fellowship has blossomed into something 
more. The group celebrated Valentine’s Day 
with coffee and some sweet treats. Easter 
was celebrated with a Pascal brunch. 
When Ida and her husband returned from 
Florida, the group welcomed them back 
with a picnic lunch that included the other 
spouses. Sometimes the women will go 
out for lunch or a coffee break, according 
to Mary Catherine Phillips.

“There are no professional theologians in 
the group, and anyone is welcome to join 
us. There are no dues and no attendance 
records,” explained Mary Catherine.  
According to Phillips, the opportunity to 
open up and share personal experiences 
has been enjoyable and instructive. The 
format is informal, easy and friendly. 
The group avoids partisan politics but 
maintains a prayerful attitude about the 
many conflicts occurring worldwide. The 
group meets each Thursday from 10 am – 
noon in the “White House” on the village 
campus.

To learn more about the Bible study group at 
Friedman Village, call Ida Cooley at 419-447-
2914. 

Bible Study on the St. Francis Campus

Pictured: (Front Row) Mary Catherine Phillips, Sister Veronica 
Nowakowski, Ida Cooley, Jean Semler, Joan Gray, Jan Nord and Kathryn 
Adams. Not pictured: Ellie Amann and Sandy Maistros.



Residents from St. Francis Campus 
recently had the opportunity to explore a 
local park.  In August, Roland Zimmerman, 
one of 5 commissioners for the Seneca 
County Park District, led the wagon tour 
around Garlo Nature Preserve located in 
Bloomville, Ohio.

Zimmerman said that he has spent 
numerous hours volunteering at the 
parks.  “Everything that I made, I made 
it so that it would be handicapped 
accessible,” he said. Because of this, 
Richard Adams was able to participate 
using his wheelchair.  

According to resident Freda Perry, “I 
am happy to see this park as it is today 
because I knew Dr. and Mrs. Garlo and 
remember when he would be out here 
working years ago. They would be happy 
to see what has become of their property.” 
Dr. Garlo wanted the park to resemble the 
place where he studied in Lithuania.

“It’s amazing what all they had to do like 
planting trees, building dikes, etc. I didn’t 
know that the lake was as big as it is. It’s 

all very fascinating,” said Joan Groce, who 
coordinated the outing.  She continued, 
“Today I learned that during a controlled 
burn, the white oak doesn’t burn because 
of thick bark. It’s a wonderful gift that 
the Garlo family gave. It’s even more 
wonderful what the volunteers have 
done,” said Joan. “I am impressed with the 
fact that they took down these cabins 
and brought them here and reassembled 
them.”

Jeanie Perl was most impressed with the 
foresight of the Garlo family. “They’re 
preserving this property and giving this 
to the Seneca County Park District,” she 
continued, “I think that is really special.”

Shirley Egbert said, “I just love being 
outside.” She was surprised to learn that 
the ponds were all empty when the park 
district got the property. 

Joan and Bob Gray summed the day up 
as “another wonderful day of retirement.”  
Joan added, “It’s wonderful, what they are 
doing. We are excited to visit more parks.” 
Everyone agreed that they are anxious to 

explore more of the area parks. They are 
ready for more road trips in the future.

“I would strongly encourage people on an 
individual basis to get a group of friends 
or neighbors together and visit the area 
parks,” added Groce.  

Residents Explore Nature

Give an honorary
Christmas gift
Use the enclosed envelope to contribute an item below to St. Francis 
Senior Ministries for the Chapel Renovation Project as a Christmas 
gift in honor of a loved one. St. Francis Senior Ministries will send a 
Christmas acknowledgement to the honoree in your name.

n  Ramp with railing to allow for permanent handicapped access to 
the sanctuary: $1,000.00

n  Handicapped accessible ambo: $3,000.00
n  Altar: $3,000.00
n  Renovation of the current altar to hold the 

tabernacle: $500.00
n  Purchase of a new locked reliquary: $1,000.00
n  Chairs & lamps for the meditation space in the 

balcony: $1,000.00

Kathryn Adams and Joan Gray examine different 
kinds of berries.

Dick Adams is assisted by Roland Zimmerman.
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SAVE THE DATE
Annual Memorial Service, Sunday, November 2



A community garden can take many shapes and forms depending 
on the desired benefits and objectives. Typically, a community 
garden is a place to grow plants, vegetables, herbs or flowers 
among the company of neighbors and friends. It could also be a 
collection of individual plots that are each tended by an individual 
gardener or a sanctuary where individuals can learn or heal. On the 
St. Francis campus, it is a combination all of these things and more.

This year, the Franciscan 
Earth Literacy Center offered 
community garden plots to 
individuals, families, groups 
and organizations in and 
around Tiffin. Participants 
were able to rent a particular 
size plot to fit their needs. 
Scholarships were also 
available through the St. 
Francis Grant Fund. Of the 
14 plots that were rented, 
four of them were through 
scholarships, allowing 
families who may not have 
been able to afford the cost 
to have a plot and purchase 
seeds. The program is 
unique because participants 
were also able to team up 
with the Seneca County 

Master Gardeners Association whose members serve as mentors 
throughout the season, offering their 
expertise and support. 

The plots enabled participants to 
have hands-on interaction with the 
earth and allowed them to grow fresh, 
healthy food to use for themselves. “We 
encouraged people to “get their hands 
dirty,” said Jacob Clolinger, administrator 
of the Center, “We wanted to connect the 
community gardens to our mission at 
FELC rather than just selling produce as 
we have in the past.”  

Amy Vittorio, of Tiffin planted corn, 
tomatoes, pumpkins, onions and sage 
this summer.  Her mother, Kathy Daniel, 
is an expert according to her daughter 
when it comes to gardening, so she 
brings her along for support when she 
gardens. “My mom always planted a 

garden while I was growing up,” she explained. Vittorio rents a 
home near the campus and does not have space for a garden and, 
since St. Francis is close by, she and her 9-year old son Nico can 
ride their bikes over in the evenings to pull weeds and water the 
plants. “Nico was excited to plant pumpkins that he started from 
seed in the greenhouse at FELC. We had a good crop of gourds 
and a good-sized pumpkin,” she said. As for the weeds, “Nico hates 
it when I start pulling weeds. . .he thinks it’s boring whether he is 
doing it or I am doing it,” she said, “but he does enjoy feeding bugs 
to the chickens.” Vittorio hopes to have her own house by next 
summer where she will have room for a garden; however, she may 

need to rent a plot again for just 
corn since it takes up so much space. 

Clolinger added, “The goal of FELC’s 
gardens is to provide local, healthy 
produce for as many people as 
possible and we are already looking 
forward to next year.  Next season, 
we hope to continue to offer grant 
funded plots as well as plots for 
anyone in the community who is 
interested in growing their own 
produce.”

For more information on our 
Community Gardens, visit www.
felctiffin.org or call Jacob Clolinger at 
419-448-7485. 

Residents of the Morrison House assist their 
supervisor Shanya (kneeling) by adding 
tomato cages and stakes to their garden.  

Community Gardens Grow Produce & More
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Amy Vittorio checks to see how big her son’s 
pumpkin is getting.

The Poland family garden plot during July.
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n  Summer Camp Supplies 
 Potting soil to start seeds – 3 bags of 2 

cubic feet at $15 each = $45.00
 Seeds for their garden-vegetable and 

flowers – from Johnny Seeds: $100.00
 Food for campers: $100.00 per camp
 Adapted garden tools for special needs 

individuals – one set $30.00 (5 sets are 
needed)

 Sponsor a guest speaker and animals 
from the Ohio Wildlife Center, a 
rehabilitation center: $150.00

 Replacement of 2 animal artifacts for 
study of different species: $46.00 each

 Overnight camp food for breakfast and 
supper in the woods: $80.00 

 Magnifying glasses: 50 for $0.80 each: 
$40.00

 Child size binoculars: 10 pairs at $18 
each = $180.00

 Thermometers: 20 at $3.25 each = 
$65.00

 Art supplies including tempera dry 
paint, markers, construction paper and 
colored paper: $300

 Scholarship for low income child to 
attend camp: $60.00 for one week day 
camp

n  Homeschoolers’ Science Class 
Supplies: $200.00

n  Community Garden Plot
 Sponsor a garden plot, with seeds and 

training, for a family for the 2015 season: 
$100.00/family

 Garden Hoes: 5 at $10 each = $50.00
 Stirrup Hoes: 2 at $20 each = $40.00

Give an honorary Christmas Gift
Use the enclosed envelope to contribute to the children’s environmental class items below as a Christmas gift in honor of a loved one. 
FELC will send a Christmas gift acknowledgement to the honoree in your name.

Elena taking pride in caring for the garden.

Shuanglan Yang (Elena) came to Franciscan Earth Literacy Center (FELC) in 
May after graduating with an MBA from Tiffin University. Elena joined the staff 
as a Garden Education Intern because of her experience with agriculture. Her 
experience began as a child while growing up in China. She helped in her 
family’s large garden. That led to receiving her bachelor’s degree in China at 
Yunnan Agricultural University where she studied agriculture. She then worked 
for the Yunnan Institute of Geological Sciences in China as a researcher. In this 
position, she was also able to study environmentally friendly agriculture while 
researching “Pollution-Free Vegetable Production: Theory and Practices.”

In addition to her academic and professional background in agriculture, 
Elena has experience in hands-on chemical-free gardening and loves working 
outdoors. “I feel that I am the Lord of the garden,” she said. “This is the most 
beautiful place I have ever worked. Every day I feel more blessed.” Elena 
explained that in China, gardening is a business and you do not get to see 
who buys the produce and enjoys it. On the St. Francis Campus, it is just the 
opposite. “People are very friendly and they appreciate what I do, so it is more 
personal. I feel connected and connecting with people is peaceful. I am so 
happy to do this. I feel like I am part of a community here,” she added. 

Because FELC does not have other farm staff, Elena has been responsible for 
much of the vegetable production for the season and can always be found 
working tirelessly around FELC’s gardens. Her favorite vegetables to grow and 
eat are beans, snow peas, corn and grape tomatoes. In her spare time, Elena 
enjoys cooking the food that she grows. In the past, she has even worked part-
time at Tiffin University as a chef. 

Intern Offers Gardening 
Expertise

SAVE THE DATE
Family Nike Hike, Saturday, November 1



                   Find us on Facebook
Franciscan Earth Literacy Center
St. Francis Spirituality Center
St. Francis Senior Ministries
Sisters of St. Francis

Mission Advancement Office 
200 St. Francis Avenue Tiffin, OH 44883

The St. Francis Community Magazine 
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for the St. Francis Community.
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“T rue progress quietly and persistently 
moves along without notice.” 

– St. Francis of  Assisi
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Preschoolers dumped cups of cold water on 
their own heads at Angel Academy Daycare on 
the St. Francis Campus while participating in the 
ALS Ice Bucket Challenge! The group raised $136 
for a local group, H.A.N.D. (Help & Assistance for 
Neuromuscular Disease).

FELC Board member Daryl Moyer and his wife Diane enjoyed 
visiting with fellow board member Lloyd Borer at the Annual 
Summer Harvest Gourmet Gala. 

On August 24, Sister Lisa Hershiser dedicated herself forever to God as a Sister of St. Francis of Tiffin.


